population turned to support the new regime, for it promised
much. But the Left of the National Socialists pursued its
own course, ineffectually and ultimately, to its own des-
truction. Academic Socialism had disappeared in Germany
or would sleep for at least a decade, according to how the
Third Reich prospered under Hitler.
On 24 March the Enabling Act was ratified by the
Reichstag, even the remnants of the Centre Party which
had sworn to oppose it, voting for it. Only the Social
Democrats voted against it, the voting being 441 to 94.
This placed supreme power in the hands of the Hitler
Cabinet to govern the Reich for four years, unfettered by
reference to Parliament. Unrestricted rights to promulgate
laws of the most drastic type, even to effectuating a change
in the Constitution, was granted in this Act The right of
veto of the Reichsrat was dispensed with, and Hitler had
more power than ever. The Reichstag, Reichsrat and the
Weimar Constitution no longer existed, and the Cabinet
proceeded to rule with a rubber stamp. This last meeting
of a duly elected Reichstag, in which all Parties were
represented, sealed the doom of Democratic Germany and
heralded the entrance of the Third Empire.
At this meeting, once the Act was passed, the immunity
of a deputy from arrest within the Reichstag disappeared
and, there and then, a member of the Cabinet and a per-
sonal friend of Hindenburg, Gtinther Gereke, was arrested
on the order of Goring on a charge of embezzlement of
State funds. Throughout the country wholesale arrests
of a similar nature took place.
Attacks upon the Jews increased and world opinion
found expression in the Press of every country. Far from
bringing an abatement of the anti-Jewish feeling in Ger-
many, these Press attacks intensified the hatred against
the Jew, ultimately culminating in the official boycott of
I April
The Catholic Church began to complain of interference
with religious doctrines and within a day or two the Luther-
an or Protestant Church added its weight, by issuing a
manifesto, stating that it was prepared to defend its rights.
Franz von Papen, as Papal Chamberlain rather than as
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